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Gorby tells UAE forum: Globalization
has become thoughtless, imbalanced

DUBAI: K.T. ABDURABB

ARAB NEWS STAFF

SHARJAH: Although we are living in
an interdependent world, we are yet
to live in interdependence, said
Mikhail Gorbachey, last ruling presi-
dent of the Soviet Union, on Sunday
at the International Government
Communication Forum 2014 in
sharjah.

“Therefore, we are seeing the conse-
quences of this inability in political,
econpmic and social interactions,
Globalization is the dominant reality of
the world, The end of the cold war gave
impetus to this globalization,” he said.

Among top figures present were
Sharjah’s ruler; Felipe Calderon, former
President of Mexico; Anwar Mohammed
Gargash, minister of state for foreign
affairs & federal national council affairs.

“When we worked toward ending the
Cold War, we had a vision for the
future, Unfortunately, globalization
has become thoughtless and imbal-
anced today. Major developing coun-
tries such as India, China and Brazl
have managed to adapt to globaliza-
tion. This has not been true of all
countries.” he explained.

“Today, the world is a kind of tur-
bulent sea. The tensions that have
accurnulated can surface in the most
dramatic way — though it will be dif-
ficult to say where. In such reactions,
we have seen mass uprisings in coun-
tries like Turkey and Ukraine that
underling the failure of their govern-
ments to act democratically and talk

e B g i B R i
i s i U B A et
et s iy e i

THINKERS: Ex-Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev and Sharjah
Ruler Sultan bin Muhammad Al-Qasimi at the International
Government Communication Forum 2014 on Sunday. (AN photo)

to their people. The root cause of the
unrest in Ukraine was an interruption
of perestroika and of the democratic
process there,” he said.

Sheikh Sultan, who inaugurated the
forum, said that the Arab world stands
at a critical phase in time.

“Things are changing at a rapid
speed. The regional landscape is a state
of flux — making it difficult to differ-
entiate right from wrong. We see the
enlightened moving toward darkness.
Honesty s being taken over by false-
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hood, The virtuous are being forced to
surrender to baser desires. And, think-
ers appear to have lost between fact
and fiction, except for the Tew that have
been spared by the Almighty.”

He urged media people to restore
the spirit of humanity in people, and
inculeate in them moral and cultural
values. Media organizations must
remain vigilant and approachable,
uphold work and moral values, and
help ereate a world that safeguards
public harmony."

Sharjah forum to host
renowned statesmen

Government
communication event
ta host thinkers,
academics and leaders
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Sultan formally inaugurates IGCF 2014 foday
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e From left: Mena Al Shazly, Osama Samra and Kathleen Carroll at the forum.

Exploring ‘tense’ relations

Media heads say state officials
and journalists must cooperate
to avoid communication gap

SHARJAH

not enjoy
headed and nosy™

and senjor vice-president of the As
sociated Press, said governments “may
* dealing with typical “strong-
Journalists pressing

officials for comments and information,

By FAISAL MASUDI
Staff Reporter

it they should understand the process

is “part of the national dialogue” with
the public.
Reporters, meanwhile, should ensure
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to communicate in a crisis

THREE-DAY WORKSHOP HELPS GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS DEAL WITH REAL-TIME CHALLENGES
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' Team Spirit

Through clear-cut objectives and plans, we
worked towards the success of IGCF 2014.
Feeling the responsibility and desire to give
more, we were keen to establish an example for
government communication in the region and
come up with a new government communication
system beneficial to government entities
in Sharjah, the UAE and the Middle East in
general. As we put this report into your hands,
we assure you that no human work is perfect.
Hence, we hope that you excuse any errors that
escaped our notice and we promise to continue
to offer all that would enhance government
communication in the region.

Sharjah Media Centre
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